Prospectus: MISSION GREEN
• Conserve Forests
• Save Species
• Sustain Indigenous People
• Promote Research
Amazonian Peru canopy
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Purpose

The Inspiration and Why

This Prospectus proudly introduces MISSION GREEN,
a bold endeavor to globally promote tree conservation,
economic stewardship, and continuous education with
the goal of inspiring philanthropists who care about
preserving a healthy world to become “Canopy Angels”
to help fund this important initiative.

My name is Dr. Margaret (Meg) Lowman. I am an
arbornaut — an explorer who has pioneered the field
of forest canopy science and conservation across
what I affectionately call the “Eighth Continent” or the
treetops. My nickname is CanopyMeg because I climb
trees for a living. Building foundational knowledge and
awareness of the importance of the biodiversity that
lives in the treetops to the existence of mankind has
defined my life and life’s work.
To that end, I created the
TREE Foundation in 1999
as a non-profit organization
dedicated to tree research,
exploration, and education.
I am amazed to think that
scientists only studied about
5% of trees before I and a
handful of other scientists
developed the toolkit to
become arbornauts 40
years ago. Founding a new
science, I designed and used
ropes, harnesses, hot-air balloons, and walkways for
treetop exploration to solve mysteries in the world’s
forests, especially insect pests and ecosystem health.
This work led to true “whole tree” research and an
understanding of the biodiversity that not only lives
on the ground but also up in the treetops.

Dr. Meg Lowman
Founder, MISSION GREEN
Amazonian tropical forest canopy
walkway, near Iquitos, Peru

“I invite you to join me

Over the last 40 years of groundbreaking work in
46 countries, we now believe that 50% of the
land-based plants, insects, and animals live in our
treetops. We also believe that only 10% of those
critters have been discovered to date. What we do
know is that the canopy is the essential machine
that keeps our planet humming, i.e. it is the source
of the pollinators, productivity, medicines, climate
control, flowers, fruits, timber, and carbon storage
that keep us alive.

to support this crucial
conservation mission.”
Corporate Sponsors

I am deeply concerned about the serious threat to
our survival posed by accelerating deforestation.
As a scientist and a parent, I want to take a stand
to ensure that the next generation will inherit a
healthy world in which to live.

Conservation Philanthropists
Canopy Angels
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The Challenge
Forests are critical to a sustainable
environment

Canopy research has led to meaningful
advances in whole forest research

Trees are the building blocks of our planet. They drive
planetary health and services in many ways, including:

Tree canopy research over the last 40 years has added
significant new findings to traditional forest floor research,
including critical information about carbon storage,
biodiversity, water cycles, and other essential ecosystem
services provided by trees.

• Maintaining global climate – Trees stabilize weather
systems, serve as a moisture sink, and control large
amounts of water.
• Sustaining most major ecological food chains –
Trees are the “factory” that converts sunlight
into energy.

The accelerating rate of deforestation
represents an existential threat to
mankind

• Keeping our atmosphere healthy – Trees act
as a global producer of oxygen and exchange
for other gases.

We, as a human species, are at a critical inflection point
as nearly 50% of our tropical rainforests have been
depleted by human hands. In 2019, the world lost
45,946 square miles of tree cover — an area the size
of Nicaragua. It will take thousands (not hundreds) of
years to restore these ecosystems.

• Removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere –
Trees serve as a major carbon sink.
• Housing the genetic origins of many foods
and sources of cures for diseases – 50% of all
Earth’s species – both plant and animal – live in
the forest canopy!

We are on the verge of passing the “tipping point,”
meaning, if we lose too many forests, the rest cannot
restore or even sustain themselves. We are already
seeing the negative effects, i.e. increasingly erratic
climate, temperature, and rainfall trends, and the
resulting disruption of life and livelihoods.

The facts are clear:
Planet Earth must keep
its remaining forests
intact and healthy to
survive!

Atlantic Forest in Brazil
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The Opportunity – MISSION GREEN
Vision:
To conserve important forests, protect our planet’s biodiversity, and provide indigenous communities with
sustainable economic opportunities!

Strategies
1.

Build canopy walkways in 10 of the world’s highest-diversity, most critical forests in the next 10 years. Work
with leading scientists to select locations and establish scientific, governmental, and construction partnerships in host
countries to facilitate best-in-class research, education, conservation, and ecotourism programs.

2.

Train local people, especially women, to be Canopy Stewards and create income streams from canopy ecotourism,
instead of logging or farming.

3.

Leverage collaboration between the biodiversity experts and indigenous people to create field guides, outreach,
tours, and interpretive education about forest canopies.

4.

Fund student fellowships to document the biodiversity in these hotspots and create a pipeline of experts in the next
generation (currently missing from graduate curricula).

5.

Establish a self-sustaining model by a) building alliances with local schools to operate the walkway programs and
b) collaborating and sharing best practices among the different MISSION GREEN walkway teams globally.

MISSION GREEN is a breakthrough opportunity to join a global conservation team.

The Call to Action
Canopy Angels

Conservation
Philanthropists

Corporate
Sponsors

FUNDING GOAL: Raise $7 million by or before the end of 2025*
Total need of $10 million forecasted to fund 10 canopy walkway programs by 2030.

Canopy Walkway Investment Focus 2020-2025
I. Staffing/Marketing

II. Design/Build/Complete

III. Initial Design/Build

1. Florida

3. Madagascar

5. India

2. Peru

4. Mozambique

6. Bhutan

Note: Construction complete. Hire
and train educators and on-site
scientists; create marketing materials
and signage by 2022.

Note: Finalize design, build,
staffing, and marketing to be
completed by 2024.

Note: Design and initial build will be
commenced in 2025.

* $400,000 raised to date
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Amazon River in Brazil

The First Six Walkways – A Closer Look
Myakka River State Park, Florida – an elegant state-of-the-art canopy walkway
was completed in 2000 and is the first public treetop trail in North America. It will
serve as the “ambassador” for future walkways around the world.
The Ghost Orchid: Pompano Beach, Southwest Florida

Amazonian Peru – this tree canopy walkway is built and currently the longest in the
world at 500 meters. This location is home to many endangered species, including
the Amazonian Jaguar, the South American Tapir, the Uakari Monkey, the Pink Dolphin
and the Hyacinth Macaw.
Hyacinth Macaw: e-bird

Madagascar – considered a top global priority for conservation, this biodiversity-rich
island is home to dozens of endemic lemur species, all facing extinction. The recent
nearby oil tanker spill makes conservation here now even more critical.
Madagascar’s red-bellied and black and white ruffed lemur

Mozambique’s Gorongosa National Park – is perhaps Africa’s greatest wildlife
restoration story, and the home of the highly endangered Selous Zebra, but little is
known of the thousands of amphibian, reptile, bat, rodent, insect, microorganism,
and plant species inhabiting the treetops. Selous Zebra: Wikiwand

India’s Western Ghats – The mountains here are older than the Himalayas and
are a critical biodiversity hotspot containing at least 325 threatened species, including
the Lion-tailed Macaque, Nilgiri Tahr, and the Nilgiri Langur.
Lion-Tailed Macaque: The Hindu

Bhutan’s Royal Manas National Park – one of the world’s top ten biodiversity
hotspots, with the largest Tiger population on the planet. A sustainable walkway
project has been endorsed by the Royal Family.
Tiger: Savemountaintigersbhutan.nl
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MISSION GREEN - All the Elements for Success
 Dr. Lowman’s 40 Years of Experience and Success
with Global Forest Canopy Conservation
Meg is an “arbornaut” who has pioneered the scientific field of research of the
biodiversity that lives in the treetops, highlighting its importance to the existence
of mankind.

 The World-Class Strength of the Scientific Advisory Board
This group represents a “who’s who” in the global scientific, conservation, and
biodiversity fields. Their experience will provide great counsel to MISSION GREEN
and source to outstanding contacts.
Meg and E. O. Wilson

 A Proven Conservation Model that Works
Select “Hot Spots” that represent the highest global biodiversity locations
for tree canopy walkway programs
The model for MISSION GREEN was fashioned after MISSION BLUE, developed by
renowned oceanographer, Sylvia Earle. In Earle’s model, special places that are
scientifically identified as critical to the health of the world’s oceans are designated as
Hope Spots. These Hope Spots are championed by local conservationists whom
MISSION BLUE supports with scientific advice and expertise. This focus is yielding
very positive results – 127 Hope Spots have been established since 2010.
Harvard University biologist E.O. Wilson, author of “Half Earth” has called MISSION
GREEN “one of the best ideas I’ve ever heard to conserve biodiversity.” Wilson
surveyed a small group of prominent biologists, including Dr. Lowman, to identify a list
of 18 of the world’s most important forests. Using this list, Lowman and her team
selected the 10 most appropriate for a canopy project.

Meg and Sylvia Earle

Engage Locals, Especially Women and Girls, with Sustainable Economic
Opportunities to be Conservation Stewards
The power of “bottom-up” conservation, where scientists work directly with community members to develop local
leadership invested in safeguarding forests and biodiversity, is one of MISSION GREEN’s core values and a proven
method for ongoing successful operation.

“It is like triage in a hospital emergency room. We must focus on saving the areas that matter most
and make the biggest global difference. Starting with 10 critical forests, we can reverse species
extinction, and take giant steps towards a truly sustainable planet.”
– Dr. Meg Lowman

We welcome your questions,

Dr. Meg Lowman

Deb Heineman

comments, and thoughts

Founder / Lead Scientist

Development Advisor

about MISSION GREEN!

meg@mission-green.org
941-266-0817

deborah@mission-green.org
914-715-8581
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Scientific Advisory Board & Partner Organizations
Scientific Advisory Board
Dr. Margaret D. Lowman

Peter Raven

Founder of Mission Green

Emeritus Director, Missouri Botanical Garden

Dr. Margaret D. Lowman, Founder of Mission Green, has
been called the “real-life Lorax” by National Geographic
and “Einstein of the treetops” by The Wall Street Journal
for her achievements and passion for trees and forest
conservation over more than three decades. Recognizing
the need for grassroots support to stem forest loss, Meg
started the nonprofit TREE Foundation in 1999 to work
outside academics and directly with communities.

Peter is a botanist and educator concerned with
strengthening the worldwide, tropical conservation effort
and enhancing biological studies. He most recently
co-authored a major study on mass extinction.

Patricia Raven
Patricia is a former Executive Director, Mercer Arboretum
and Botanic Garden, and a leading advocate for women
in science.

E.O. Wilson
(Honorary Chair) University Research Professor Emeritus
at Harvard.

Alemayehu Wassie Eshete
Director, Organization for Restoration of Degraded Lands,
Ethiopia. Alemayehu serves as a major voice for African
forest conservation.

Wilson’s work has changed the way humans think of
nature, and our place in it. He is a thought leader in the
fields of entomology, animal behavior and evolutionary
psychology, island biogeography, and biodiversity. He
authored MG’s list of “must conserve” forest sites.

Dr. Patricia Wright
Patricia is one of the world’s foremost experts on lemurs,
and is a winner of the National Medal of Honor of
Madagascar from the President of Madagascar.

Sylvia Earle
Founder of Mission Blue

Sylvia Earle is former chief scientist of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
and a leading American oceanographer, explorer, and
conservationist.

Dr. Wade Davis
Amazon explorer and current professor at University
of British Columbia

Wade has written over twenty books on global exploration
and conservation.

Partner organizations
E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation

Earthwatch

Mission Blue

Esri (Environmental Systems
Research Institute) – ArcGIS

National Geographic
Global Canopy Programme
IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature)

The Habitat (Malaysia)
ACTS (Peru)
Williams College
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941-266-0817
@MISSIONGREEN
info@mission-green.org
treefoundation.org
mission-green.org
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