Madagascar
P L A N N I N G S TA G E

Ranomafana State Park
Ranomafana State Park, Madagascar
Height: TBD | Length: TBD
Built: TBD | Engineer: TBD

Threat/Opportunity:
The Ranomafana area of Madagascar has long been a key area of concern
for environmentalists because of the rapid deforestation rate since colonial
times. Starting in the late 1980s, USAID partnered with WWF and other
groups on several conservation projects, but in 1990, Dr. Patricia Wright
spearheaded an integrated conservation effort at Ranomafana to both
protect unique endemic flora and fauna and address rural development,
education and health services in the Park’s peripheral zone. Ranomafana
was designated a National Park in 1991, and Dr. Wright, a MISSION GREEN
Scientific Advisory Board Member and the world’s leading authority on
lemurs, remains active as an advocate for a healthy Madagascar.

Goals:
1. Work with Dr. Wright and her network of local and global partners to create a sustainable, economically
sound business plan for healthy ecotourism in this remote island tropical rain forest.
2. Build an aesthetic, state-of-the-art canopy walkway in Ranomafana State Park to attract both ecotourists
and scientists.
3. Preserve Madagascar’s remaining 5% of indigenous forest.
4. Save lemurs – which are only found in Madagascar!

Madagascar - a Biodiversity “Hot Spot”
Ranomafana National Park is Madagascar’s premier nature reserve, and is comprised of 161 square miles
of tropical rain forest located in the southeastern area of the country. Ranomafana means “hot water” in
Malagasy, and the Park is an important example of cloud forest (characterized by low clouds at canopy level,
and an abundance of moss cover on the ground and vegetation), with very high levels of biodiversity. In fact,
70% of Madagascar’s species are found nowhere else in the world, including its many lemur species (which live
chiefly in trees and are nocturnal), the Milne-Edwards sifaka, and over 130 species of frogs! Many bird species,
including ground rollers, blue vangas and brown mesites also make the Madagascar cloud forest their home.
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MISSION GREEN Global “Hot Spots”*
(Canopy Walkways and Walkway Prospect Locations)

1. Amazonian Peru (1994)

7. Western Ghats, India

2. Myakka River State Park, Florida (2000)

8. Royal Manas National Park, Bhutan

3.

The Habitat Penang Hill, Malaysia (2017)**

9. Baiyer River Rainforest Reserve, Papua New Guinea

4.

Sequoia Park Zoo, Eureka, California (2021)**

10. TBD

5. Ranomafana State Park, Madagascar

11. TBD

6. Gorongosa National Park, Mozambique

12. TBD

* World’s highest bio-diversity, most critical forests that would significantly benefit from a canopy walkway conservation program
** Built and funded

www.mission-green.org
reach out to: Dr. Meg Lowman meg@mission-green.org or Deb Heineman deborah@mission-green.com

